UPTON GREY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Upton Grey Annual Parish Council meeting
held in the Village Hall on 17 May 2018 at 6.30pm
_______________________________________________________________________
In attendance: - Cllr Paul Gray, Cllr J Wallinger and Cllr D Janaway, Cllr Nick
Ralls
Also in attendance- Beverley Bridgman (Parish Clerk), George Hillier (Parish
Lengthsman), PC Andy Reid, County Cllr Anna McNair Scott, Borough Cllr Mark
Ruffell (arrived at 7.50pm and presented his report at this time) and 4 members of
the public
Draft minutes subject to confirmation
The Chairman informed that the meeting was being audio recorded in accordance
with Standing Order No 3, point L.
1. Introduction and welcome by Chairman
The Parish Council Chairman Cllr Gray welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from the Educational Trust. However an annual
report was received prior to the meeting. This is in Appendix A.
3. Chairman’s report to the Parish electors.
The Parish Council Chairman, Cllr Gray presented his report based on the last
year’s activities. This is in Appendix B.
4. To receive the Accounts for 2017-2018.
The Parish Clerk, Beverley Bridgman presented a summary of the Parish Council
Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2018. This is in Appendix C.
5. Annual Community policing report from PC Andy Reid.
PC Andy Reid reported that there had been 19 crimes within the Upton Grey area
in 2017. The full report is in Appendix D.
6. Report from County Councillor Anna Mcnair Scott on Hampshire County
Councils Financial Issues.
County Cllr Anna McNair Scott presented her report on the financial issues facing
Hampshire County Council.
The County Council have not increased Council tax for the last 5 years however
this year they have had to apply an increase of 5.99%. This includes a 3% increase
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in the precept which raises an additional 17 million specifically for social care. Cllr
McNair Scott believes this areas Council tax is the 2nd lowest in the country.
The Band D rate is £1200, neighbouring West Sussex is £1300 and in Dorset and
Surrey it is over £1400.
The County Councils total budget for the year 2018-2019 is 2 billion pounds. By
far the greatest spend is on education for children at 860 million pounds and 628
million pounds for social care. 53 million pounds is to be spent on public health
and 143 million pounds on highways/transport/economic development and waste
disposal.
There are considerable financial challenges since loosing Central Government
funding to the sum of 290 million pounds since 2010.
The ageing population is expected to increase dramatically in the next 5 years with
26% more people at age 85 plus and an additional 4600 people over the age of 90.
Not all will need care but a proportion will, which in turn increases the pressure for
social care.
There are more young people with complex needs who need support for medical
and social care.
The County has 5300 miles of roads and this past year has been a very bad year
for potholes.
However there is some good news. At the last Full Council meeting it was decided
to cancel a planned saving proposal involving school crossing controls and
community transport bus services.
Street lighting in the area has been changed to LED, which saves 1 million pounds
a year.
The County Council have been implementing various high performing shared
service arrangements for some years with Oxfordshire and various other
organisations in the County. Three London boroughs have now signed up too. This
is all regarding the running of HR and high level computing and brings a high level
of income to the County Council.
The County Council have also run Children’s Services and schools in the Isle of
Wight for the past 5 years which brings in a contribution towards overheads. They
have now been asked to run Buckingham Children’s Services too.
Energy saving projects in the County saved 29 million pounds. The aim was to
reduce carbon levels by 2025; reduction is already at 40%.
The County Council is now paperless.
Cllr McNair Scott asked if there were any questions?
-Cllr Janaway asked if free transport to schools in rural areas will be continued.
Cllr McNair Scott’s understanding is that free transport to school is statutory within
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a 2-mile radius for primary school age and within a 3-mile radius for secondary
school. She advised that there is an appeal process if required.
-Cllr Ralls asked for an update on the County Councils decision on devolution.
Cllr McNair Scott advised that at the last Full Council meeting a motion was
passed, this stated that the County Council would explore further the possibility of
a non-mayor/non unitary organisation to cover the whole of Hampshire.
-A Parishioner asked if Cllr McNair Scott could ask landowners to take better care
of hedgerows and verges, as damage was being caused to vehicles due to nonmaintenance.
Cllr McNair Scott confirmed that she would look into this.
7. Report from the Tennis Committee
The Chairman of the Tennis Committee, Charles Holroyd presented his report.
This is in Appendix E.
8. Report from the Village Hall Committee
The Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, Brian Thrussell presented his report.
This is in Appendix F.
9. Report from the Upton Grey Educational Trust
See Appendix A.
10. Questions from Parishioners to the Parish Council
A Parishioner raised questions about the following, some of which have been
outstanding for some time:
- The broken sign post at the junction of Church Street/Greywell Road.
The Parish Lengthsman confirmed that the broken signpost has been reported and
he has recently received confirmation that this will be actioned shortly.
- The removed post box at the junction of Church Street/Greywell Road.
The Parish Clerk confirmed that she had been in contact with the Royal Mail to
determine if the post box would in fact be replaced, but was having no luck with a
response. She would continue to correspond with the Royal Mail and would report
back to Cllrs accordingly.
- The bank at the side of the road on Church Street opposite the junction to
Greywell Road is disintegrating with flint regularly going into the road.
It was agreed that the first step would be for the Parish Council to obtain a copy of
the Hampshire County Council highway boundaries to determine whom this land
belongs to.
11. Chairman’s closure of meeting
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.15pm
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Cllr Mark Ruffell presented his report during the Annual General Parish Meeting:
He advised that Basingstoke and Deane Council Tax is the seventh lowest in
the Country. Their spend is the seventh highest.
There are plans to redevelop the leisure centre to the west of Basingstoke. The
plan is to build a new pool before closing the existing pool. A designer outlet is
also planned.
Festival Place is in countries top 20 for footfall and currently has one of its lowest
vacancy rates. There are an estimated 20 million people visiting per annum.
Planning permission has recently been granted for a new business hotel on Basing
View. The hotel will include an underground gym.
The decision on planning permission for a new motorway services at Junction 6
has been delayed until June 2018.
The Government has been consulting on the National Planning Policy framework
and within that, consulting on how housing needs are calculated. They have come
to the conclusion that Basingstoke & Deane is not particularly affordable for
housing. However when calculating the Basingstoke and Deane housing figures
the Government have determined that this should be increased. 850 new dwellings
are to be built per annum. Cllr Ruffell advised that there is difficulty in getting
developers to proceed with new properties and in his opinion the market is over
saturated. Cllr Ruffell has written a letter to the Secretary of State regarding these
issues and was awaiting a reply.
Cllr Ruffell asked if there were any questions?
-Cllr Gray asked for the Borough Councils view on devolution.
Cllr Ruffell felt that Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council can stand on its own.
But there is a question as to wether the Government will support this.
Email clerk@uptongreyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Appendix A-UPTON GREY EDUCATIONAL TRUST
Report year ended December 2017

April 2018
The Trust was formed in August 1991 by the Diocesan Council, with some of the
proceeds from the sale of the Upton Grey Village School. The first grants were
made in June 1992 and over the twenty five years since, a total of approximately
£85K has been distributed by way of grants, benefiting more than 80 applicants
and 20 groups in addition to Long Sutton School.
The income from the Trust can be used twice yearly for "the advancement of
education". The Trustees meet twice a year, in June and December, to consider
applications for assistance with educational needs from any age group. This is
primarily open to residents of UPTON GREY, but consideration may also be given
to applicants from other parishes within the Benefice – funds permitting.
During the year ended December 2017 the Trustees received 23 applications for
consideration and granted awards to the majority of applicants.
The Grants awarded included a variety of educational areas with contributions
towards tennis coaching in Upton Grey, Upton Grey Drama Group, Upton Grey
Toddler Group, as well as Long Sutton School and several secondary, university
students and some children with special needs.
Adverts are placed twice yearly in the Parish Magazine to encourage applications.

Debbie Bridle (debbie@debbie-bridle.com)n
The Secretary to the Trustees
Upton Grey Educational Trust

Appendix B-Upton Grey Parish Council Chairman’s report – May 2018
WELCOME
Welcome to the Upton Grey Annual Parish meeting. My name is Paul Gray, Chairman of Upton
Grey Parish Council and I would like to tell you about the activities of the Parish Council in the
year. But first firstly I would to thank our Parish Councillors for the time and effort they devote to
their duties, which they do on a completely voluntary basis. The Parish Council holds monthly
meetings, usually the third Thursday of the month in the Village Hall with a 7.00pm start – to which
members of the public are welcome. I would also like to thank George, our Lengthsman, who
keeps an eye on footpaths and roads, reporting problems and chasing up repairs on our behalf. I
believe every member of the Parish Council is concerned for the well-being of the Parish and has
the best interests of the village at heart. Regretfully one of our Councillors, Tara Reffell, has moved
out of the village so decided that she could no longer effectively represent the electorate as a
Parish Councillor after our March meeting so we initiated the recruitment process for a
replacement Councillor. We are very pleased to welcome Charles Holroyd to the role of Parish
Councillor.
Also our Parish Clerk Liz Ford resigned in the year but we have been fortunate to be able to recruit
Beverley Bridgman to the role. Her first meeting as Parish Clerk was the 18th January 2018 having
been in post since 20 Nov 2017. Despite having only just started in the role she has very much hit
the ground running and has already become a valuable and reliable member of the team.
REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS
As last summer was starting the village pond started to become overwhelmed with duck weed.
The Parish Council ordered Aquaplancton and dosed the pond; this cleared the problem quite
quickly and has kept the pond clear of duck weed for the rest of the year. However we now seem
to have a bumper crop of Canadian Pond Weed which may need to be controlled.
In the year we arranged for the telephone box containing the village history to be repainted and its
appearance has now been greatly improved.
We have also addressed various items in need of attention at the playground identified at a routine
inspection and repairs to the wall in front of the tennis court will be undertaken when the weather
improves.
We investigated the provision of Kissing Gates on pathway between Cleves Lane and the Greywell
Road in the year to help less mobile people with dogs negotiate the footpath but were unable to
come to an agreement with the land owner.
COMMUNITY ISSUES
Various planning applications have been reviewed in the year and a significant number of
applications to undertake work on trees have been investigated. The Parish Council provides local
information to the planning authorities at Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to assist them
in the decision process.
We have been active in pursuing negotiations with the Post Office in the year following the closure
of the Community Post Office in the shop. This has culminated in the temporary provision of an
outreach service from Hook for 4 hours a week on a Tuesday and a Thursday. We will continue to
look for ways of providing a fuller service.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL HIGHWAYS AND THAMES WATER
The Parish Council have continued to liaise with Hampshire County Council Highways department
to press for improvements to white lining, road condition and the road drainage arrangements
following various flooding issues over the past few years which has resulted in a number of
proposals being considered under the HCC ‘Resilience’ scheme. Investigations continue to be
undertaken by HCC to identify a suitable solution, including some intrusive works earlier this year
to identify the makeup of the ground under Bidden Road and to confirm location and condition of
buried services. We understand that a drainage improvement scheme is nearing complation and
anticipate implementation within the year.
HCC have accepted responsibility for the two settlement tanks by the pond so these will now be
cleaned out as and when we identify a need. Various road repairs have been undertaken in the
Parish in the past year.
The PC has also held talks with representatives of Thames Water to establish that the Sewage
Pumping station in Little Hoddington had the capacity to deal with the additional demands of the
new Weston Road Development Schemes however no details of the routing or design of any new
schemes was available. It was also confirmed that Thames Water had limited powers to control
new developments seeking to link in to existing sewerage. Water companies are legally obliged to
allow new developments to connect to the public sewer system.
SUPPORT FOR LOCAL COMMUNITY PROJECTS
The PC continues to support local community events including the provision of a grant to pay for
the hire of the Marquee for the Summer Flower Festival and for the theatre production that took
place in the marquee the day after the Flower Festival.
We are also supporting the ‘Window on the Past’ initiative of Patrick Symington whereby the large
set of historic photos and documents relating to Upton Grey that has been collected by Trevor
Hart and others will be made available on the internet via the creation of a dedicated Database.

Appendix C-UPTON GREY PARISH COUNCIL
SUMMARY RECEIPTS & PAYMENT ACCOUNT
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2018

Budget 17-18 Diﬀerence Receipts
£16,240.00
Precept
VAT refund
Grants (transparency fund £880 plus £250 BDBC)
Other (£1218 from BDBC plus tennis subs £795)
Bank Interest
TOTAL RECEIPTS

£5,500.00
£0.00
£0.00
£50.00
£75.00
£700.00
£752.00
£662.00
£45.00
£510.00
£2,028.00
£0.00
£6,000.00
£1,200.00
£645.00
£0.00

£432.00
£132.80
£0.00
£137.55
£0.00
£0.72
£187.34
£243.00
£33.40
£3,718.96
£2,028.00
£190.00
£1,417.01
£600.00
£497.50
£699.89

Payments
Net Salaries & Allowances
Tax
Pension Contributions
Clerk's Expenses
Chairman's Allowance
Administration
Insurance
Subscriptions
Publications
Grants & Donations
Section 137 Payment
Training
Repairs & Maintenance
Other A(shop)
Miscellaneous (hall hire)
VAT on payments

Amount spent exclusive of VAT
£16,240.00
£3,967.80
£1,130.00
£2,013.00
£5.14
£23,355.94

£5,068.00
£132.80
£0.00
£187.55
£0.00
£700.72
£564.66
£419.00
£78.40
£4,228.96
£0.00
£190.00
£4,582.99
£1,800.00
£146.50
£699.89
TOTAL BUDGET
TOTAL PAYMENTS

£18,167.00
£18,799.47

Receipts and Payments Summary
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD on 01/04/17
ADD Total Receipts (as above)
LESS Total payments (as above)
Balance Carried forward 31/03/18
These cumulative funds are represented by:
Current Account Balance
Less:Cheques drawn but not debited as at 31.03.18
Deposit Account Balance

£14,971.17
£23,355.94
£18,799.47
£19,527.64

£9,246.80
£0.00
£10,280.84
£19,527.64

Signed:
Responsible Finance Oﬃcer to Upton Grey Parish Council

Date:

UGTCMC AGM 2017 - 2018

UPTON GREY TENNIS COURT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Report to the Upton Grey Tennis Court AGM on Tuesday 15th May 2018
Report to the Upton Grey Parish Council AGM on Thursday 17th May 2018
Introduction
The Upton Grey tennis court is owned by the Upton Grey Parish Council (“PC”) which in July
2004 appointed the Upton Grey Tennis Court Management Committee (“TC”) as its agent for
managing the court on its behalf.
This report covers the operations of the Upton Grey Tennis Court in the tennis-playing year 1st
May 2017 to 30th April 2018, the nineteenth year of the court’s existence, and reviews playing
fees, childrens’ tennis, coaching activities, fund raising and overall financial aspects.

Playing Fees
To promote tennis in the village and to encourage people to use the court, playing fees are kept at
very modest levels and commensurate with meeting the financial goal. The current playing fee
rates are £30 per family, £20 for individuals over 18 and £5 for individuals under 18. These have
been unchanged for many years. Opportunities for occasional use of the court can also be
provided although these are small relative to annual subscriptions.
28 membership fees were received in the 2017/18 season, mostly for families, compared with 35 in
the preceding year. Playing fee income was £830 and was down on the prior year’s £970.

Tennis Coaching
With the Tennis Court on a firm financial footing through fund-raising activities over many years
by the membership and committee, we continue to give emphasis to the use of the TC-generated
funds to encourage increased activities for adults’ and childrens’ tennis in Upton Grey.
For many years the TC put on one set of coaching in the Summer for village children aged 5-12.
But due to increased demand, for the past three years we have had two sets of coaching arranged
and organised by the Committee. In a week over the Summer there were 37 children and over the
recent Easter holidays we had 35 children. The coaching represents a major level of interest from
parents and children and also engenders a strong feeling of local community. The tennis coaching
was organised by Julia Harker and Susannah Livingston Booth, with coach Andrew Ridgers and
his assistant Antonia MacPhee from Odiham Tennis Club. Andrew is a level 4 certified LTA
Coach. The Upton Grey Educational Trust generously contributed £300 towards the coaching.

Tennis Mixer

We held a social tennis mixer evening on the 29th June, arranged by James Acheson-Gray. Many
members joined in for a great evening, ending up at James’ house. The Committee intends to hold
another mixer this year on the Thursday 28th June.

Security & Maintenance
Maintenance of the Court is managed by Rosie Ralls. The court has been chemically cleaned and
treated and remains in good order. Small areas of external wear were repaired by John Smith.
When originally constructed, the builder forecast 16 years before the court would need a complete
resurfacing. The TC’s attention has meant that the court is now in its nineteenth year and still
looking good.
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Fund Raising and Overall Finance
The agreed overall aim of the TC has been to generate a capital reserve by achieving a net cash
surplus each year, which is accumulated by the Parish Council for what will be an expensive resurfacing of the tennis court when this becomes necessary.
Surplus cash is held as a contingency against unexpected court problems, significant maintenance
requirements, and/or to provide support for the playing of other sports in the village, particularly
amongst its younger people.
The TC’s funds and accounts are managed by the Treasurer, Julia Harker. Cheque payments from
the TC account require two signatories. Amounts over £100 are paid through the Parish Council.
The accounts for the 2017/18 season show revenues of £2,951.00 and expenditure of £2,161.00,
giving an increase in the capital reserves of £790.00. This compares to an increase in reserves in
the prior year of £748.77. The closing Balance Sheet at 30th April 2018 shows a positive position
of £17,111.35, representing many years of fundraising activities by the Committee.
A copy of the profit and loss statement and balance sheet is attached.

Wimbledon 2018
The Club is a member of the LTA. As such it has been able to benefit from membership in terms
of advice, lower insurance premium, and tickets to Wimbledon. Four pairs of tickets have been
awarded for 2018 after two pairs in 2017. These will be allocated in a blind draw to club members
who registered for the competition.

Committee
The members of the Tennis Committee for 2017/18 have been Charles Holroyd, Paul Gray, James
Acheson-Gray, Rosie Ralls (Maintenance), Claire Overton (Club Secretary), Julia Harker
(Treasurer), Ant Langly-Smith (Marketing) and Susannah Livingston Booth (Coaching). As
Chairman I would like to thank all the members of the Committee for the time they give and for
being such a wonderfully organised and enthousiastic team.
We would also like to thank the Parish Council and the Upton Grey Educational Trust for their
continuing encouragement and support.
Charles Holroyd
Chairman, Upton Grey Tennis Court Committee
15th May 2018

Appendix 1

Upton Grey Tennis Court
Consolidated PC/TC Funds for Financial Year 1st May 2017 - 30th April 2018
PROFIT AND LOSS
Item

Year 1st May 2017 - 30th April 2018
£
£

Year 1st May 2016 - 30th April 2017
£
£

Income
Annual Playing Fees
Donation
Bank Interest from PC deposit account
TC Fundraising income (late payment of Hog the Limelight for Jan 2016)
Junior Coaching Subs
Donations from UG Educational Trust for Junior Coaching etc

830.00
0.00
0.00
429.00
1,392.00
300.00

Total Income

970.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
1,750.00
400.00
----------

----------

2,951.00

3,120.00

Expenses
3rd Party Liability Insurance Premium (paid by PC)
TC Fundraising events expenses
Purchase of spare court keys / padlocks / adjuster & hook/ broom etc
Court Maintenance & Repairs (new net in FY 2016/17)
Junior Coaching - Costs
LTA registration
Hire of Village Hall
Information flyers and distribution
First Service court cleaning/treatment paid by PC (excl VAT)

0.00
0.00
33.00
108.00
1,160.00
110.00
0.00
60.00
690.00
-----------

Total Expenses
Net Surplus Tennis Funds

0.00
0.00
36.23
553.00
1,160.00
110.00
0.00
42.00
470.00
----------2,161.00
----------

2,371.23
----------

790.00

748.77

BALANCE SHEET
Opening Cash Balances as at 1st May
Represented by:
PC Tennis Funds brought forward as at 1st May
TC Tennis Funds brougt forward as at 1st May

19,043.48

18,294.71

16,191.35
2,852.13
----------

15,741.35
2,553.36
----------

Total Tennis Funds as at 1st May

19,043.48
790.00
----------19,833.48
0.00
-----------19,833.48

Add surplus for the year
Total Funds as at 30th April
Prepayments of subs:

18,294.71
748.77
----------19,043.48
0.00
-----------19,043.48

Represented by:
PC bank account Tennis Funds paid in as at 30th April
TC Tennis Funds bank account as at 30th April

2,722.13
17,111.35
-------------

Total Funds as at 30th April
Note: Net funds transferred to PC (TC amount)
Opening
Payment by PC of court maintenance (excl VAT)
Additions - cheques to PC for subscriptions
Closing funds

16,191.35
2,852.13
------------19,833.48

16,191.35
(690.00)
1,610.00
17,111.35

19,043.48

15,741.35
(470.00)
920.00
16,191.35

